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April 6, 2021

Dear Grades 3-5 Parents,

As explained in the letter you received yesterday from Ms. Amy Fishkin, Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and
Instruction, while awaiting final determination on a requested testing waiver, we will move forward with planning for
administration of the New York State ELA and Mathematics Assessments to all students in grades 3-5.  There will also
be a Science Assessment in June for students in grade 4 and the New York State English as a Second Language
Achievement Test for our K-5 English Language Learners in April, May and June. The purpose of these assessments is
to measure a student’s knowledge and overall achievement in relation to New York State Learning Standards. We work
hard to limit the stress and pressure felt by standardized exams and do not want to overemphasize the upcoming
testing period. Our District’s expectation is that all students will take these tests as they provide us with valuable
information on student performance. The following highlights the changes in assessment for Spring, 2021:

● Schools are only required to administer Session 1 of both ELA and Math assessments. These sessions include

multiple choice questions only.

● Schools are not expected to bring students into the building to participate in testing if they are fully remote.

However, if a parent of fully remote students would like their child to participate in the NYS assessments, please

contact your child’s principal as soon as possible.

● Students who are unable to participate due to being fully remote will not be penalized and will be marked as

“receiving entirely remote instruction” on the student’s assessment answer sheet.

● Make-up testing for absent students will begin on the school day immediately following the first day of test

administration.

● The NYS Science written test will be administered to grade 4 between June 7 - 9, 2021. There will be no

performance test this year.

Mount Kisco Elementary School will administer these assessments on the following dates:

New York State English Language Arts Test (ELA)

Grade 5 - Monday, April 19

Grade 4 - Tuesday, April 20

Grade 3 - Thursday, April 22

[Make-up test dates for students who are absent on test days begin the day after each grade’s scheduled test and
continue through April 30.]

New York State Mathematics Test

Grade 5 - Monday, May 3

Grade 4 - Tuesday, May 4
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Grade 3 - Wednesday, May 5

[Make-up test dates for students who are absent on test days begin the day after each grade’s scheduled test and
continue through May 14.]

4th Grade New York State Science Test

Written Session – Monday, June 7

[Make-up test dates for students who are absent on test day are June 8-9.]

New York State English as a Second Language Achievement Test (Listening, Reading and Writing)

Grades 2 and 5 - May 17-19

Grades K and 3 - May 20, 21 and 24

Grades 1 and 4 - May 25-27

[Make-up test dates for students who are absent on test days will be scheduled from May 28 - June 2.]

New York State English as a Second Language Achievement Test (Speaking)

Grades K-5 - ongoing from April 26 - 30 and May 6-7

[Make-up tests will be administered throughout the testing window]

We have tried to keep these tests in proper perspective. That is, they are important, but they are only one data point in your
child’s educational experience. We are confident that our students are well-prepared for these assessments. Therefore, we
want the children to not get overly concerned about them, but to approach the tests with a positive attitude and to do their
best.

You can help us by seeing that, except in case of illness, your children are in attendance on the test days, are well
rested, and have a good breakfast.  Please avoid scheduling appointments during the testing period since make-up
tests will require that children miss class instruction.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Inas Morsi-Hogans, Mount Kisco Elementary School Principal
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